CSU Application Tips

· Have a copy of your transcript, social security number, and testing scores (SAT, ACT).
· The application takes at least ½ hour. If you will complete and submit it all in one sitting, also have a credit card with you. Enable pop-ups if your browser has them blocked.

· If you or your parents lived out of state or out of the country at any time, it is helpful to have the dates that you/they moved here.

1. Start at www.csumentor.edu.   Click on Apply Today (lower right). Click on Undergraduate Admissions Application, then the box with Fall 2017. Click on the video tutorial at the top if you want their tips.
2. Create an account (bottom of the page).    WRITE down your user and password!!!

3. Select your first choice CSU. Read school-specific advisories on first page as you scroll to bottom to begin.  After you complete one application, all of your information will automatically upload (autopopulate) into your next application selection. You must complete the first page of each college application since each college has different majors to choose from. Step through each page of subsequent applications, clicking “next” to auto-populate each page.  

4. If you don’t complete the application in one sitting, make sure that you complete the last page you worked on before you SAVE. If you don’t complete that page, it will not save it.

Once inside the application:                  
1. Choose an alternate major in case your first choice is impacted (see calstate.edu).
Email note: consider using an email that your parents also have access to—they can be helpful in keeping track of your college applications and accounts.

2. You do not have a California Statewide Student Identifier –that is for public schools. In general, if it asks a question that you do not understand, it probably does not apply to you. Leave it blank. Some other programs that do not apply to you: TOEFL, IELTS, PTE. If you have an IEP, you may want to get this number.
3. Under “Term Type”, all classes at Paraclete are “Semester—two grades for a full year” If you came to Paraclete as a freshman, your date of attendance is 08/2013 to 06/2017.
Your graduation date is 06/2017
5. When you enter Senior year classes, enter them as In Progress for your first semester classes. and Planned for your second semester classes. For example, Civics is In Progress (unless you are in AP), and Economics will be Planned.  Make sure you put all classes in the proper semester. AP Gov/Econ students are to put AP Econ In Progress 1st semester and AP Gov Planned for 2nd semester.
(You will find Econ/AP Econ in the last section titled Electives, as well as: Anatomy, AP Psych, Sociology, Psychology, and World Religions, Robotics, Computer Programming, etc, and others.  

You will find Chemistry under the Physical Science section. 

(Make sure you put in ALL college prep classes, including 9th grade, and ALL classes you took at AVC or other college.
6. When calculating your GPA, remember that you are including only the college prep courses you took Sophomore and Junior year, not including Religion. 
In the section “Additional Non a-g courses”, you can add Academic Decathlon, Yearbook, or Mock Trial.
6. EOP is a special program for low-income or first-in-family-to-attend-college students and requires a separate application. See a counselor if you are interested. 
7. Fee Waivers allow you to finish the application for free and are for lower income students.  If you think you qualify for either of these, give it a try.

If you have questions you can always email us and we will try to help:

alanda@paracletehs.org  and bpierson@paracletehs.org.

