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Prepared for Change
You've heard a lot about the changes to the PSAT, SAT, and ACT tests. But what's the best plan for your students? Read on for our suggestions.
PSAT and SAT
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Like it or not, the College Board is changing the PSAT and SAT — a lot. The redesigned PSAT (rPSAT) and SAT (rSAT) will be rolled out in the next school year. As a nonprofit organization, Doorway to College Foundation (D2CF) was invited to the College Board offices in New York City this past December for their Transparency Summit, where we learned new information about the upcoming tests. (Two of our leadership team are tiny specks in the fourth row in the photo above.)
Most Impact on the Class of 2017
The first administration of the rSAT will be in March of 2016. Until then, students will take the cSAT (current SAT). This change has the greatest impact on the class of 2017, as next year's juniors will have to decide between the cSAT or the rSAT, if they wish to take the SAT at all. The class of 2018 will take the rSAT.
What to Expect about Scores and Reporting
Students who choose to take the rSAT in the spring of 2016 can expect the following:
· The rSAT is a very different test than the cSAT. We don't know yet how well students of varying ability levels will score on the rSAT. Colleges won't know quite what to think of the test scores for some time, either.
· The redesigned test scale is back to a maximum of 1600. Current scores are on a 2400 total scale. Instead of separate Critical Reading and Writing scores, students will receive an Evidence-Based Reading and Writing subscore. They will continue to receive a Math subscore.
· Students should not expect to see their March test scores until early May. "The March scoring will be delayed to allow for the proper statistical analysis to be performed, as is common for any new exam," a College Board official recently told Doorway to College.  "There will also be a slight delay in May and June score reporting, though it will not be as long as the March delay." Patience will be required.
Which Test(s) Should Students Take?
We've polled several of our trusted school partners and learned that many are unsure what to recommend to students, including whether to take the redesigned PSAT and SAT tests or take the ACT instead. Here are some options for your students to consider:
Class of 2016 (next year's SENIORS):
Seniors who still need/want an SAT score can still take the cSAT in the fall of 2015.
Class of 2017 (next year's JUNIORS) Options:
· Fall 2015: rPSAT; Spring 2016: rSAT
· Fall 2015 or early Spring 2015: ACT (as practice); late Spring 2016: ACT
· Fall 2015: cSAT (as practice); January 2016: cSAT 
Class of 2018 (next year's SOPHOMORES)
Fall 2015: rPSAT (as practice if students are strong test-takers and have the prospect of doing well on the NMSQT)
Fall 2016: rPSAT (NMSQT or as practice for the SAT); January 2017: rSAT
If you have questions about the differences between rPSAT and the cPSAT or the rSAT and the cSAT, please send them to answers@doorwaytocollege.com. Watch for a page about these changes on our website soon.
Which ZAPS Class?
Students who will take the rPSAT should sign up for a ZAPS rPSAT seminar at school or through the local community education agency, as applicable. We will also be offering rPSAT webinars for those who don't have an rPSAT seminar at their school.
Seniors who will be taking the cSAT in Fall 2015 can enroll in the current ZAPS SAT strategy webinars. ZAPS cSAT classes will be phased out and replaced with ZAPS rSAT seminars after the January 2016 administration of the cSAT.
Let's Not Forget the ACT
The only major content change to the ACT is the essay. You can find a summary of the changes to the ACT at www.doorwaytocollege.com/act-updates. Our test specialists will address the new essay in the ZAPPING the ACT strategy seminars this fall.
Free Tools for Your School Families
We have introduced two new series of e-books for college-bound students. These include both free and low-cost e-books. The resources listed below are free. I encourage you to share these with your students and their parents.
Student Athlete Series
#1 Goal-Setting for Student Athletes ... and Their Parents
#2 The Division Decision: Which NCAA Division Is Right for You? 

College Prep Series

College Entrance Exams: Is Your Child Ready
Raise Your Score: Tips for Success on the ACT and SAT
College Applications: Top 10 Common Mistakes Your Student Must Avoid
Thank you once again for trusting us as your partners in your students' success. We are grateful for your business. I'll be contacting you soon to schedule your fall seminar(s).
If you have any questions in the meantime, please reach out to me or to our customer service team. We are here to help.
At your service,
Josh
Josh Crittenden
Doorway to College Foundation
josh@doorwaytocollege.com
O: 319-455-2764
TF: 877-927-8378
C: 815-757-4464
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